
                        Mary’s Birthday 

An encounter with Mary Wollstonecraft 

This CD celebrates the pioneering work of the Eighteenth Century feminist writer Mary 
Wollstonecraft . In preparing it all the members were struck againand again by the enduring insight 
and relevance of the author’s ideas. 
 
Original Stories for Children: Mary Wollstonecraft wrote this work in 1787-8 as a commission for a 
work to take advantage of a growing market for children’s books. As you will hear, the work was very 
diff erent from the type of work loved by parents and children today. It shows sides of Mary than 
those we know from her radical feminist works, and from her description of motherhood found in 
her Lessons [for Fanny] . You will also meet one of the great, though lesser knowncharacters of 
English literature, Mrs Mason. 
 
The dialogue is off set by children’s songs and rhymes of the period. These are,in order of 
presentation:  
Jacky;  The Master;  The cock crows in the morn;  ElsieMarley;   A little cock sparrow;  Three children; 
Come when you’re called. 
 

An Afternoon in Paris:  
 
Mary Wollstonecraft moved to France in 1792, inspired to do so by the creation there of a new 
revolutionary society. In this scene she meets and exchanges ideas with Olympe de Gouges, another 
outstanding feminist writer, who is perhaps less well known in England than she should be. 
 
The extracts from her play Black Slavery, and her Declaration of the Rights of Woman are often still 
startling in their modernity. But as you will hear, great minds do not always think alike. 
 
Songs: Ça ira; La Guillotine. 
 
Mary’s Birthday: This piece was originally created to celebrate the 250th anniversary of Mary’s birth 
and was performed close to the writer’s tombstone in St Pancras Old Churchyard. Mary 
Wollstonecraft wrote A Vindication of the Rights of Woman during the last four months of 1791, at a 
speed which has amazed many commentators.  
 
So we imagined that at her birthday tea in 1791,Mary could have been formulating the ideas which 
came so quickly later in theyear. There are some contrasting comments from a visiting male 
authority on the subject. 
 Songs: Sorry the Day; Man, Man, Man. 
 
Other than the introductory comments, nearly all the script of the album consists of the words 
actually written by Mary Wollstonecraft (and in the second item by Olympe de Gouges), but 
presented in dramatic form. With one exception, all the music dates from the period or before. 
The lyrics of the two songs in French are given here. The English version is meant to catch the spirit 
of the lyrics rather than be a word for word or archaic translation. 
 
 
 
 



Ça Ira 
 
Ah ! ça ira, ça ira, ça ira,     It’ll work out ! 
Le peuple en ce jour sans cesse répète,   Today the people are constantly repeating 
Ah ! ça ira, ça ira, ça ira,     It’ll work out ! 
Malgré les mu  ns tout réussira.   We’ll succeed in spite of the traitors to our cause 
Nos ennemis confus en restent là   We are getting the better of our enemies 
Et nous allons chanter « Alléluia ! »   And we will be singing Alleluia ! 
Ah ! ça ira, ça ira, ça ira,     It’ll work out !   
 
Avec plaisir on dira :     We’ll joyfully repeat 
Ah ! ça ira, ça ira, ça ira !    It’ll work out ! 
Ça ira, malgré les mutins tout réussira.   We’ll succeed in spite of thetraitors to our cause 
 
Ah ! ça ira, ça ira, ça ira,    It’ll work out ! 
Le peuple en ce jour sans cesse répète,   Today the people are constantly repeati ng 
Ah ! ça ira, ça ira, ça ira,     It’ll work out ! 
Malgré les mu  ns tout réussira.   We’ll succeed in spite of the traitors to our cause 
Nos ennemis confus en restent là   We are getting the better of our enemies 
Et nous allons chanter « Alléluia ! »   And we will be singing Alleluia ! 
Ah ! ça ira, ça ira, ça ira,     It’ll work out ! 
 
Celui qui s’élève on l’abaissera    The high will be brought down 
Celui qui s’abaisse on l’élèvera.    And the lowly will be lifted up 
Ah ! ça ira, ça ira, ça ira,    It’ll work out ! 
Tout Français s’exercera.    All French people will strive 
Ah ! ça ira, ça ira, ça ira !    It’ll work out ! 
Ça ira, malgré les mulins tout réussira.   We’ll succeed in spite of thetraitors to our cause 
 
Ah ! ça ira, ça ira, ça ira,    It’ll work out ! 
Les aristocrates à la lanterne ;    String up the aristocracy 
Ah ! ça ira, ça ira, ça ira,     It’ll work out !   
Les aristocrates on les pendra.    We’ll hang the aristocrats 
 
La Guillotine 
Guillotin    Guillotin 
Médecin    Doctor 
Politique,    Politician 
Imagine un beau matin   Decides one fine day 
Que pendre est inhumain  That it is inhumane to hang people 
Et peu patriotique   And unpatriotic 
Et sa main    So he 
Fait soudain    Quickly designs 
une machine    A machine 
humainement qui tuera,  Which will kill humanely 
Et que l’on nommera   And which will be called 
Guillotine    The guillotine 
 
 
 
 



Acknowledgements and sources: 
 
The brief title of Mary Wollstonecraft’s work for children is Original Stories from 
Real Life. A scanned version of the original book can be obtained by going to the 
Google/books site. The songs and rhymes in this section were: Jacky (lyric trad, 
music Edward Lee); The Master (lyrics anon. tune is a variant of Over the Hills 
and Far Away); The cock crows in the morn (trad children’s rhyme); Elsie Marley 
(variant of Nancy Dawson, trad.; the theme was used in The Beggar’s Opera); 
A little cock sparrow (trad children’s rhyme); Three children (lyric trad, music 
Edward Lee); Come when you’re called (trad children’s rhyme). The descriptive 
passage from Original Stories was set to music by Edward Lee. 
 
Olympe de Gouges’ Declaration can be downloaded in English at 
www.library.csi.cuny.edu/dept/americanstudies/lavender/decwom2.html 
and in French at 
www.philo5.com/Mes%20lectures/GougesOlympeDe-DeclarationDroitsFemme.htm 
Her play can be downloaded in English at 
http://slavery.uga.edu/texts/other_works.htm 
and in French at 
http://slavery.uga.edu/texts/literary_works/esclavage.pdf 
 
One of the many variants of the lyrics of Ça ira can be found at 
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ah_!_ça_ira. 

The song can be heard in an original version at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=YMi5gDl34NE&feature=related 
There is also a well-known modified version by Edith Piaf at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=rauZMrXqRu0&feature=related 
 
The song La guillotine can be heard at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZW0kAQ_F38 
 
Interestingly, this anonymous song (originally a minuet theme) appeared first 
in the Royalist newspaper Les Actes des Apôtres in 1789 to satirise the new 
invention of Doctor Guillotin. At that point they did not foresee the use to which 
it would soon be put. 
 
The text of Mary’s Birthday is taken entirely from A Vindication of the Rights of 
Woman. The text is readily available either for download from Google/books or 
in printed form in Penguin Classics or Oxford World Classics. 
The lyrics and music of Sorry the Day are unknown but are believed to have 
originated in Ireland. The lyrics of Man,Man,Man were wri  en by Peter 
Mott eaux to a tune by Henry Purcell, for use in the play The United Lovers by 
Thomas Scott in his play The Mock Marriage (1696). 
 
Grateful acknowledgement is made of the help of the staff of the Cecil Sharp 
House Library. We are especially grateful for the chance to consult a range of 
sources and notably Broadside Ballads (ed Lucie Skeeping, Faber 2005), My Song 
is My Own (Kathy Henderson, Frankie Armstrong and Sandra Kerr, Pluto Press, 
1982), The Oxford Dictionary of Nursery Rhymes (Iona and Peter Opie, editors, 
Oxford University Press,1951). 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SOUNDS LIKE 
 
Performers 
Jan North, singer / reader  (Sadly, Jan died in 2017) 
Frances Lee reader / singer 
Edward Lee guitar / reader 

 
To hear other work by Sounds Like go to   
 http://www.elmvillagearts.co.uk/words-and-music.php 
 
To contact Edward or Frances Lee go to  
 
Email: EdwardLeeMusical@gmail.com      or    FrancesLeeCamden@gmail.com 
 

phone: 020 7387 8960 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


